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	DRAFT PROGRAMME

The First Catholic Social Days for Europe

« Solidarity – The Challenge for Europe »

8 – 11 October 2009, Gdansk (Poland)
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In order to articulate the overall theme, ‘Solidarity – The challenge for Europe’, into different sections the preparatory commission has chosen the structure followed by the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church. Thus, a systematic approach of the subject should become possible.

	Thursday, 8 October


	16.00
	Opening Ceremony with 

· Representatives of three main EU-institutions

· The Most Rev. Sławoj Leszek Głódź, Archbishop of Gdansk 
· Mr. Paweł Adamowicz, Mayor of Gdansk
· The Most Rev. Adrianus H. van Luyn S.D.B., President of COMECE and Bishop of Rotterdam

· Fr. Maciej Zięba O.P., Director of the European Solidarity Centre 
	Polish Baltic 

Philharmonic (PBP)

	
	
	

	17.30
	Walk to St. Bridget’s Church
	

	
	
	

	18.15
	Opening Mass presided by His Eminence Cardinal Dionigi Tettamanzi, Archbishop of Milan 
	St. Bridget’s Church

	
	
	

	19.45
	Walk to Artus Court
	

	
	
	

	20.15
	Meal (buffet) and Welcome Evening offered by Mr. Paweł Adamowicz, Mayor of Gdansk
	Artus Court


	Friday, 9 October


	08.45
	Morning Prayer
	PBP

	
	
	

	09.00
	1. Introduction 

The concept and reality of solidarity in the European Union – a reflection on the basis of the Social teaching of the Church

The European Union has grown over nearly sixty years from a restricted agreement on a specific but essential portion of economic activity with a very limited membership into to a large assembly of most European nations and peoples with a wide political scope and sometimes far-reaching powers. This growth process was not forced or imposed on any state; its principal actors claimed solidarity as its underlying principle. It was said that “Solidarity is the soul of the European Union” (COMECE bishops in 2004).

Given the importance of this development, the initial support from the Catholic Church has become more qualified over the years. Today positive evaluations are very often accompanied by more critical remarks. Now that the European Union has initiated a regular, transparent and open dialogue with religions and Churches, it is time for Catholics to further develop their own European strategy. This is best done together with other Christian traditions. A reflection on the concept and reality of solidarity in the European Union from the point of the view of the Social Teaching of the Church is a good starting point for this purpose.

With the Most Rev. Diarmuid MARTIN, Archbishop of Dublin
	PBP

	
	
	

	09.30
	2. The Human Person 

The Human Person and its Rights – vector and destination of solidarity

For Christians, the Human Person is created in the image of God. Promoting the Human Person as a relational being with rights and with responsibilities is therefore a core element of the Social teaching of the Church. 

The European Union through its foundational texts has engaged itself to respect Human Dignity and its member states have acknowledged the existence of inalienable fundamental rights, starting with the right to life. Though these rights seem generally to be well respected in Europe, there is also reason for concern. The right to life is under threat, especially at the beginning and the end of life. Migrants and asylum seekers are not always   treated respectfully and human trafficking constitutes an unbearable tragedy. All over Europe people experience corruption. What can the European Union do to live up to its own engagements concerning Human Rights? What should the European institutions do with respect to their competences?

with
Prof. Maureen JUNKER-KENNY, Associate Professor of Theology, Trinity College Dublin (Ireland); 
Mr.Tunne KELAM, Member of the European Parliament (Estonia);
Mr. Alojz PETERLE, Member of the European Parliament, Former Prime Minister of Slovenia;

Moderator: Ms. Joana RIGATO, Justice & Peace Commission (Portugal) 
	PBP

	
	
	

	10.30
	Break and:
	

	
	- informal debates about the final message coming from the Catholic Social Days  
	PBP/Lobby 1st floor

	
	- informal debriefing with speakers of the 2nd session in small group (50–70 pers.) 
	PBP/Green Room 

	
	- possibility to present concrete examples of solidarity in Europe
	PBP/ Lobby 1st floor

	
	
	

	11.15
	Comments from the audience to 2nd session (6 speakers who have volunteered for 2 min. each)
3. Europe’s Families
Families, the vital cells of society, need Europe’s solidarity
 
For the Catholic Church families, founded on a marriage between a man and a woman, are the vivifying forces of society. Ideally, they grant stability for children and support for the elderly. They provide a bond of love in normal times and an indispensable help-line in moments of crisis. It is therefore understandable that European citizens regularly cite the family as their preferred value. 
 
However, there are many signs that European families have come under considerable stress in recent decades. Birth rates in Europe are alarmingly low and indicate a collective decline of trust in each other and in a positive future. In particular, the institutional bond of marriage has lost its appeal to many - less couples marry, more divorce. Children, when involved in a family break-up, regularly pay a heavy price. In 2007,  European Union member states acknowledged the problem and concluded an Alliance for the families. What else should be done? How should member states express their solidarity with families? What can reasonably be added at the level of the Union?

with

Prof. Gøsta ESPING-ANDERSEN, professor of Sociology, Universitat Pompeu Fabra (Danemark)

Ms. Anna ZÁBORSKÁ, Member of the European Parliament (Slovakia)

Mr. Rimantas DAGYS, Head of the Parliament committee for Social Affairs (Lithuania)
Moderator: Ms. Elena CURTI, Deputy Editor of The Tablet (United Kingdom) 
	PBP/Concert Hall

	
	
	

	12.45
	Lunch and

informal debriefing with speakers of the 3rd session in small group (50–70 pers.) (Green Room)
	PBP/Lobby 1st floor

	
	
	

	14.30 
	Comments from the audience to 3rd session (6 speakers who have volunteered for 2 min. each)
4. A European Socio-economic Model
The European Social and Economic model (work, poverty, social protection, economic regulation)

The specific value of human work has been constantly underlined in the social teaching of the Church, because “the violation of the dignity of human work” leads to poverty. In the regulation of the economy specific rules should therefore apply to human work. The same is required for economic activities for certain times and in particular places. Hence, economic regulation is the definition of those activities, occasions and circumstances where market principles do not either fully or partially apply. In addition, a socio-economic model also identifies levels of protection for those who are confronted with the inevitable risks of life. 

Within the European Union many aspects of the economy are submitted to laws and regulations elaborated through the interaction of the European institutions. Social protection, on the contrary, is mostly dealt with at the level of member states. Under a new Treaty the European Union would commit itself to a social market economy. How is this notion to be given concrete contents in the context of the current division of work between EU and member states and in the midst of a deep economic crisis? What are Christian baselines for a European socio-economic model, when the follow-up for the Lisbon Strategy from 2000 is debated and adopted in the next months? 

with

Mr. Elmar BROK, Member of the European Parliament (Germany)

Ms. Anne-Laure DE COINCY, Deputy Secretary-General, Secrétariat Général des Affaires Européennes (France)

Prof. Ing. Lubomír Mlčoch, Professor of Economics, Charles University Prague (Czech Republic)

Prof. José T. RAGA GIL, Professor of Economics, University Complutense Madrid (Spain)
Moderator: Mr. Jan de Volder, Sant’Egidio Community (Belgium)
	PBP/Concert Hall

	
	
	

	16.00
	Break and:
	

	
	- informal debates about the final message coming from the Catholic Social Days  
	PBP/Lobby 1st floor

	
	- informal debriefing with speakers of the 4th session in small group (50–70 pers.) 
	PBP/Green Room 

	
	- possibility to present concrete examples of solidarity in Europe
	PBP/ Lobby 1st floor

	
	
	

	16.45
	Comments from the audience to 4th session (6 speakers who have volunteered for 2 min. each)
	PBP/Concert Hall

	
	
	

	17.00
	Presentation of the social project selected for support through Catholic Social Days (with Caritas Europa)

Presentation by Fr. Erny GILLEN, President of Caritas Europe (Luxemburg)
	PBP/Concert Hall

	
	
	

	17.30
	Walking through Gdansk to St. Mary’s Church
	

	
	
	

	18.30
	Mass presided by the Most Rev. Piotr JARECKI, Vice-President of COMECE, Auxiliary Bishop of Warsaw
	St. Mary’s Church

	
	
	

	20.30
	Evening in Gdansk’s parishes
	Different Churches 


Saturday, 10 October

	07.00
	Morning Mass
	St. Barbara’s Church

	
	
	

	08.00
	Breakfast
	PBH/Lobby 1st floor

	
	
	

	09.00
	5. Founded on Solidarity 

The European Union – a political community and its necessary foundation on solidarity

In the perspective of the Social Teaching of the Church the current process of globalisation requires increased reciprocal co-operation among European states, which supposes solidarity in its spiritual and material dimension.  Shared values help to find a common position not least with regard to other states and continents. The willingness to share material means is indispensable to help one another and those neighbours and distant countries who are in need.

Often the European Union is considered as an example for a political community whose members have succeded in creating an extraordinary bond of solidarity. The strongest member states pay more proportionally than the weakest, the largest have less voting powers proportionally than the smaller ones. This, at least, is the theory. But what about reality?  And what about the future? The Lisbon Treaty may enter into force at the beginning of 2010 and negotiations about the next financial perspectives will start in the same year. With these dates in mind: what can citizens do to foster the value of solidarity among European nations? Is there any particular inspiration to be drawn from the Catholic Social teaching?

with

Mr. Jacques BARROT, Vice President of the European Commission, Commissioner for Justice, Freedom and Security (France) 

Mr. Jan OLBRYCHT, Member of the European Parliament (Poland)

Ms. Maria MARTENS, former Member of the European Parliament (Netherlands)

Moderator: Dr. Neven ŠIMAC, Vice-President of the Center for academic studies Robert Schuman and the “Circle of Christian Academics“ of Zagreb (Croatia)

	PBP/Concert Hall

	
	
	

	10.30
	Break and:
	

	
	- informal debates about the final message coming from the Catholic Social Days  
	PBP/Lobby 1st floor

	
	- informal debriefing with speakers of the 5th session in small group (50–70 pers.) 
	PBP/Green Room 

	
	- possibility to present concrete examples of solidarity in Europe
	PBP/ Lobby 1st Floor

	
	
	

	11.15
	Comments from the audience to 5th session (6 speakers who have volunteered for 2 min. each)
6. The Global Common Good
The global common good and Europe’s responsibility for the world and future generations

Over the last thirty years technological progress and the reduction of regulatory barriers has resulted in an unknown degree of planetary interdependence in the production and distribution of goods and services. Different religions and civilisations have met each other more frequently. The global common good is no longer an abstract concept, but an invitation to all actors - political, economic, social and cultural – to look always beyond their particular goals and to keep in mind the possible impact of their choices on the poorest in the world and on future generations.

The current financial crisis, the need to protect the environment, and in particular the climate, or the global reach of the Internet have convinced many citizens that new forms of global decision making are necessary. The Church has asked for a new articulation of political authority at local, national and international level and the Pope has recalled the idea of a world political authority.  The European Union has gained new legitimacy through globalisation. What concrete initiatives should be expected at the European level in order to promote the Global Common Good and to assume responsibility for future generations?

With

Prof. Paul DEMBINSKI, Director of the Observatory for Finance in Geneva (Switzerland)
Ms. Simone MORANDINI, Lanza Foundation, Padua (Italy)

Dr. Dominika Alžbeta Dufferová, Trnava University (Slovakia)

Moderator: Prof. Mag. Dr. Ingeborg GABRIEL, Professor of Social Ethics, University of Vienna (Austria)

Comments from the audience to 6th session (6 speakers who have volunteered for 2 min. each)
	PBP/Concert Hall

	
	
	

	13.15
	Lunch and

informal debriefing with speakers of the 6th session in small group (50–70 pers.) (Green Room)
	PBP/ Lobby 1st floor

	
	
	

	14.15
	Boat-Tour to Westerplatte; distribution and explanation of draft final message; information about signification of Westerplatte
	

	
	
	

	15.30
	Ceremony/Testimonies and ecumenical prayer service 

with 

Prof. Irena LIPOWICZ, Former Special Ambassador and Chairman of the Foundation for German-Polish Cooperation  (Poland)
Prof. Dr. Hans-Gert Pöttering, Member and former President of the European Parliament (Germany)
	Westerplatte

	
	
	

	16.30


	Boat-Tour from Westerplatte to the shipyard 

Collection of amendments for final message
	

	
	
	

	17.30
	Walk across the shipyard to the Wyspa Institute of Art
	

	
	
	

	18.15
	Coffee break
	WYSPA-Hall

	
	
	

	18.30
	Film and witnessing about the birth of the Solidarity movement in Poland

with 

Mr Lech Wałęsa, former President of the Republic of Poland 

Fr. Maciej Zięba O.P., Director of the European Solidarity Centre 

Consecutive translation to English
	WYSPA-Hall

	
	
	

	20.00
	Buffet-Dinner
	WYSPA-Hall


	Sunday, 11 October


	09.00


	Closing Ceremony 

Reading of message, presentation of concrete initiative and ecumenical symbol

with Mr. Lech Kaczyński, President of the Republic of Poland 
	Three Crosses

	
	
	

	10.00
	Transport to Oliwa
	

	
	
	

	10.00
	Final Press Conference (translation)
	European Solidarity Centre

	
	
	

	11.00
	Final Mass presided by the Most Rev. Głódź, Archbishop of Gdansk (short organ concerts at the beginning and end)
	Cathedral of Oliwa

	
	
	

	12.30
	Final reception and buffet in cloister and chapter hall


	Monastery of Oliwa

	14.00
	End
	


Working languages: English, French, German, Italian and Polish
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Solidaritatsaktion der deutschen Katholiken
mit den Menschen in Mittel- und Osteuropa










